
CAN – BE ABLE TO (=können) - PRESENT 

 

You _____ able to play tennis.  You _______ play tennis. 

You _____ not able to play tennis. You ________ not play tennis 

______ you able to play tennis?  _______ you play tennis? 

 

COULD – WAS/WERE ABLE TO (=konnte/n nicht)-PAST 
 

 
subject auxiliary verb main verb 

 

 

+ I could/ was able to play tennis. 

- I could not 

couldn’t/was not able to 

play tennis. 

? 
Could you  play tennis? 

Were you  able to play tennis? 

 

You _____ able to play tennis.  You _______ play tennis. 

You _____ not able to play tennis. You ________ not play tennis 

______ you able to play tennis?  _______ you play tennis? 

 

WILL BE ABLE TO -FUTURE 
 

 
subject 

 
auxiliary verb 

main 

verb 

 

 

+ I will be able to play tennis. 

- I will not/ won’t be able to play tennis. 

? Will you  be able to play tennis? 

 

You _____ able to play tennis.  

You _____ not be able to play tennis. 

______ you be able to play tennis?  

 

 

 
subject auxiliary verb main verb 

 

 

+ I can/am able to play tennis. 

- I cannot 

can’t  /am not able to 

play tennis. 

? 
Can you  play tennis? 

Are you  able to play tennis? 

 
subject auxiliary verb main verb 

 

 

+ I can/am able to play tennis. 

- I cannot 

can’t  /am not able to 

play tennis. 

? 
Can you  play tennis? 

Are you  able to play tennis? 

 
subject auxiliary verb main verb 

 

 

+ I can/am able to play tennis. 

- I cannot 

can’t  /am not able to 

play tennis. 

? 
Can you  play tennis? 

Are you  able to play tennis? 

 
subject auxiliary verb main verb 

 

 

+ I can/am able to play tennis. 

- I cannot 

can’t  /am not able to 

play tennis. 

? 
Can you  play tennis? 

Are you  able to play tennis? 

 
subject auxiliary verb main verb 

 

 

+ I can/am able to play tennis. 

- I cannot 

can’t  /am not able to 

play tennis. 

? 
Can you  play tennis? 

Are you  able to play tennis? 

 
subject auxiliary verb main verb 

 

 

+ I can/am able to play tennis. 

- I cannot 

can’t  /am not able to 

play tennis. 

? 
Can you  play tennis? 

Are you  able to play tennis? 

 
subject auxiliary verb main verb 

 

 

+ I can/am able to play tennis. 

- I cannot 

can’t  /am not able to 

play tennis. 

? 
Can you  play tennis? 

Are you  able to play tennis? 



CAN – BE ABLE TO (=können) - PRESENT 

 

You are able to play tennis.  You can play tennis. 

You are not able to play tennis. You cannot play tennis 

Are you able to play tennis?  Can you play tennis? 

 

COULD – WAS/WERE ABLE TO (=konnte/n nicht)-PAST 
 

 
subject auxiliary verb main verb 

 

 

+ I could/ was able to play tennis. 

- I could not 

couldn’t/was not able to 

play tennis. 

? 
Could you  play tennis? 

Were you  able to play tennis? 

 

You were able to play tennis.  You could play tennis. 

You were not able to play tennis. You could not play tennis 

Were you able to play tennis?  Could you play tennis? 

 

WILL BE ABLE TO -FUTURE 
 

 
subject 

 
auxiliary verb 

main 

verb 

 

 

+ I will be able to play tennis. 

- I will not/ won’t be able to play tennis. 

? Will you  be able to play tennis? 

 

You will able to play tennis.  

You will not be able to play tennis. 

Will you be able to play tennis?  

 

 

 
subject auxiliary verb main verb 

 

 

+ I can/am able to play tennis. 

- I cannot 

can’t  /am not able to 

play tennis. 

? 
Can you  play tennis? 

Are you  able to play tennis? 

 
subject auxiliary verb main verb 

 

 

+ I can/am able to play tennis. 

- I cannot 

can’t  /am not able to 

play tennis. 

? 
Can you  play tennis? 

Are you  able to play tennis? 

 
subject auxiliary verb main verb 

 

 

+ I can/am able to play tennis. 

- I cannot 

can’t  /am not able to 

play tennis. 

? 
Can you  play tennis? 

Are you  able to play tennis? 

 
subject auxiliary verb main verb 

 

 

+ I can/am able to play tennis. 

- I cannot 

can’t  /am not able to 

play tennis. 

? 
Can you  play tennis? 

Are you  able to play tennis? 

 
subject auxiliary verb main verb 

 

 

+ I can/am able to play tennis. 

- I cannot 

can’t  /am not able to 

play tennis. 

? 
Can you  play tennis? 

Are you  able to play tennis? 


